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TAUNTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF,  1940. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Taunton  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  and  Somerset  County  Council 
Tuberculosis  Sanatorium^  Taunton: 

E.  DE  V.  King,  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
Telephone :  Taunton  3389. 


Sanitary  Inspector: 

E.  H.  Gardner,  C.E.S.I.  (appt.  March,  1911) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 

E.  G.  Payne,  C.E.S.I.  (appt.  Feb.,  1936) 

Matron^  Isolation  Hospital  and  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium: 

Miss  M.  Milner,  S.E.N. 

Address :  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital, 

Cheddon  Eoad. 

Telephone :  Taunton  2396. 


Clerk  to  the  Council: 

P.  O.  CowLiSHAW,  Mary  Street  House,  Taunton. 
Telephone  r  Taunton  2285. 


TAUNTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Statistics  for  the  Year  1940. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70,675 

Estimate  of  Eesident  Population,  Mid-year  1940  ...  19,410 

Census  Population,  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,101 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Books 

on  December  31st,  1940  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,914 

Rateable  value — 31st  December,  1940  ...  ...  £85,754 


Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate,  31st  December,  1940  ...  £365 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Live  Births : — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

197 

103 

94 

Birth  Rate  per 

Illegitimate 

11 

5 

6 

1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated  resident 

208 

108 

100 

population 

Still  Births — Total  17^ 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  75.55 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  ...  0.87 

Deaths — Total  263. 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  ...  13.54 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar-GeneraPs  Short  List)  : — 

Deaths.  Rates  per  1,000  births. 
No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil.  Nil. 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  causes  Nil.  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

Legitimate  9,  Illegitimate  1: — Total  Infant  Deaths  ...  10 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  46.5 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  44.1 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  90.9 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ....  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  — 


Multiplied  by  the  factor  0.86  for  the  death  rate  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General  these  rates  become  comparable  with  those 
for  England  and  Wales: — 


England 

Taunton 

&  Wales. 

R.D. 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

14.6 

10.7 

Still  birth  rate  ,,  ,,  ,, 

0.55 

0.87 

Death  rate  ,,  ,,  ,, 

14.3 

11.64 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

55.0 

46.5 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births: — 

(a)  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

6.52 

. — 

(b)  Other  causes 

1.64 

— 

Total 

2.16 

— 

Causes  of  Death  during  1940. 

Cause  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

All  causes 

139 

124 

263 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

5 

5 

10 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

2 

4 

6 

Other  Tuberculous  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

10 

28 

38 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

13 

21 

34 

Heart  Disease 

32 

23 

55 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

2 

3 

5 

6 
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Causes  of  Death  during  1940  (  continued) . 


Cause  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

T  (.'tal 

Bronchitis 

16 

9 

25 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

3 

11 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

6 

— 

6 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

6 

3 

9 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

7 

3 

10 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— i 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 

etc.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

Other  violence 

8 

5 

13 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  ...  ...  } 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ...  3 

18 

13 

31 

Total 

139 

124 

263 

Infant  Mortality  during  1940. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under 

1  week. 

1  to  2 
weeks. 

2  to  3 
weeks. 

3  to  4 
weeks. 

Total  under 
4  weeks. 

1  to  3 
months 

3  to  6 

months. 

.  . 

6  to  9 
months. 

9  to  12 
months. 

Total  underj 
1  year.  * 

1 

Congenital  causes 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

4 

Bronchitis 

-  1 

2 

— 

1  , 

3 

Pneumonia,  all  forms  ... 

—  i 

1 

1  ‘ 

2 

Prematurity 

1 

— 

— 

- 1 
1 

1 

1 

— 

— - 

1 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


The  Hospitals,  Clinics,  Treatment  Centres  and  Ambulance 
facilities  remain  as  described  in  the  Report  for  1938. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply.  Full  particulars  regarding  the  water  supply 
of  the  District  were  given  in  the  Report  for  1938.  No  changes 
have  occurred  since  then.  The  public  supplies  are  examined 
quarterly  for  becteriological  purity  and  remain  completely  satis¬ 
factory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  only  improvement  during  the 
year  was  the  connection  of  the  sewers  of  the  village  portion  of 
Norton  Fhtz warren  with  the  new  works  draining  H.M.  Ordnance 
Depot.  The  Council  have  taken  over  the  management  of  these 
works. 


Rivers  and  Streams.  There  is  nothing  of  any  importance 
to  .report. 

Public  Cleansing.  There  is  nothing  new  to  report  since  the 


Report  of  1939.  During  the  year 
following  materials  was  made  : — • 

Tons. 

Paper  ...  ...  44 

Iron  ...  ...  47 

Aluminium  ...  — 

Glass  ...  ...  — 

Bottles  ...  ...  2 

Jars  ...  ...  — 

Condemned  Meat  13 

Bones  ...  ...  20 

Fats  ...  ...  11 

Pig  Food  ...  18 


however,  the  salvage  of  the 


Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

7  2  — 

0  2  — 

—  3  3 

—  2  12 

10  —  — 

2  —  — 

10  2  — 

19  2  — 

—  2  — 

17  —  — 
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32 
1,078 
16 

12 

133 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  tabular  statement  is  furnished  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors : — 

Number  and  nature  of  inspections  during  the  year 
Dwelling  houses 
Slaughter  houses 
Bakehouses 

Other  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or 
sold  •••  •••  •••  •••  • 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ... 

Places  where  animals  are  kept  (other  than 
Cowsheds) 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries  and  disinfec 
tions,  etc.  ...  ...  ... 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  . 

Miscellaneous 

Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year;— 

Informal  Notices 
Statutory  Notices 

Result  of  service  of  Notices : — 

Total  Notices  complied  with 
Notices  standing  over  at  the  end  of  1940 

Shops  and  Offices.  Under  the  provisions  of  Sec.  13  (3)  of 
the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation,  temperature  and 
sanitary  conveniences  of  shops,  8  visits  have  been  made. 

Camping  Sites-  The  local  authority  have  not  found  it 
necessary  to  issue  any  licences  in  respect  of  these,  as  advertised 
camping  sites  appear  to  fall  within  Section  269  (2)  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

Smoke  Abatement.  There  has  been  no  necessity  to  take 
action  under  Section  101  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  there 
have  been  no  complaints. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  There  are  not  any  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed=bugs.  No  Council  or  other  houses  have 
been  found  to  be  infested  with  bed-bugs. 

Schools.  The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  the 
schools  in  the  area  are  satisfactory.  Owing  to  the  number  of 
school-age  evacuees  in  the  area,  accommodation  has  been  found 
for  them  in  various  village  halls,  institutes  and  clubs. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  are  no  Offensive  Trades  in  the 
district  within  the  meaning  of  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 


58 

14 

92 

101 


97 

4 
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GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

Up  to  December  31st,  1940,  the  following  individuals  were 


billeted  in  the  District : — 

Unaccompained  Children  ...  1,148 

Accompanied  Children  ...  ...  552 

Mothers,  Helpers,  Teachers  ...  ...  711 


Total  .  2,411 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — 137  inspections  were  made  to  356  registered 
premises  in  the  area,  and  104  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and 
examined  by  the  County  Bacteriologist.  The  analytical  results 
are  as  follows  : — 


Designation. 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken. 

No.  found 
satisfac¬ 
tory. 

No.  found 
unsatis¬ 
factory. 

Percentage 

unsatis¬ 

factory. 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

48 

35 

13 

,  27.09 

Accredited 

41 

30 

11 

26.8 

Examined  for  tubercle  bacilli 

15 

14 

1 

6.6 

104 

79 

25 

24.04 

These  results  are  far  from  good. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. — 1  cow  had  to  be  slaughtered  during 
the  year  under  this  Order. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Number  of  Producers  on  the  Register  ...  ...  356 

Number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register  divided  as  follows: — 

(a)  Distributors  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  Distributors  who  are  also  Producers  ...  27 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936  and  1938. — Under  this 
Order,  the  following  licences  are  in  force  in  the  District  and 
issued  by  the  County  Council : — 

Licences:  Tuberculin  Tested  producers  ...  ...  13 

Accredited  producers  ...  ...  ...  22 

In  addition,  there  is  one  Supplementary  Licence  issued  by  the 
Local  Authority  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  in  the  District 
but  which  is  not  porduced  therein. 
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Meat  Supply. — During  the  present  emergency  all  the  meat  for 
this  area,  and  a  very  large  area  outside,  is  inspected  at 
slaughter-houses  at  Fideoak,  in  the  Parish  of  Bishops  Hull  and 
Creech  St.  Michael.  The  work  is  done  by  the  Council’s  two 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  takes  up  a  very  large  proportion  of 
their  time  seven  days  a  week.  The  following  Table  shows  the 
number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

63 

74 

12,421 

20,576 

9,971 

Number  inspected 

63 

74 

12,421 

20,576 

9,971 

Ail  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

0 

1 

28 

65 

322 

Carcases  of  which  some 
pp.rt  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

0 

7 

86 

937 

3,525 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

0 

10.8 

9.93 

4.9 

38.6 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

0 

1 

0 

0 

215 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  • 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1,405 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

0 

8.1 

0 

0 

16.2 
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Bakehouses. — There  are  21  Bakehouses  in  the  District  and  15 
inspections  were  made  to  them.  Seventeen  bakehouses  now 
draw  their  water  supply  from  public  mains. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. — The  County 
Council  undertakes  this  work.  With  the  exception  of  samples 
of  milk,  no  other  foods  were  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for 
examination  during  the  year. 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  total  number  of  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  occurring 
during  the  year: — 


Disease. 

At 

all 

Ages. 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-651 

65  up 

Pneumonia 

23 

1 

4 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Erysipelas 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Measles 

101 

2 

18 

66 

7 

6 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

1 

6 

17 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

45 

— 

3 

18 

19 

5 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

13 

— 

2 

— 

9 

— 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomvelitis 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

■ 

2 

5 

The  case  rates  for  infectious  diseases  compare  very  favour¬ 
ably  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  taken  as  a  whole,  with 
the  exception  of : — 

(a)  Scarlet  Fever,  the  local  rate  being  2.31  against  l.Go  for 
England  and  Wales. 

(5)  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  the  local  rate  being  31.1  against  11.96 
for  England  and  Wales. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1940. 


Ages  in  Years. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Resp’tory. 

Non- 

Resp. 

Resp’tory. 

Non-Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  —  1  . 

1  —  5  . 

5  —  10  . 

1  1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  —  15  . 

^  e  OA 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ID  ““  25U  ••• 

20  —  25  . 

■ 

4 

- 

1 

— 

— 

25  —  35  . 

3 

4 

1 

— 

p 

>1 

1 

1 

35  —  45  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45  —  55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

55  —  65  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

< — 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  up  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

10 

9 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

